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Khmer style Buddha images in Laos
and related historical records

Professor, Siam University
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Among a large amount of Buddha images in Laos, there are images believed to be brought from
Cambodia. However, it is not clear where and when these Buddha images found in Vientiane and
Luang Prabang were made. Pha Bang Buddha is one of them, which has a legend that it came from
Cambodia, but it is questionable. In this study, I will discuss about art styles of these extant examples
of Buddhist images in order to estimate the construction site and date, and further, to describe Bud-
dhist’s cultural exchange in this area.

As a result, any historical document doesn't mention Pha Bang Buddha except the Laos chronicles
which tell this Buddha image came from Cambodia. However, it was not likely happen in the historical
circumstances of Cambodia at the time. On the other hand, there are many similarities on the details
of art styles between Pha Bang Buddha and those found in central Thailand such as Lopburi. Pha
Bang Buddha could be made in the central part of Thailand such as Lopburi during the latter half of
the 13th century to the first half of the 14th century.

Other extant Khmer style Buddha images in Vientiane and Luang Prabang could be roughly
divided into three groups. The first one has art styles in common with those from Lopburi and aban-
doned Buddha images from Banteay Kdei, and could be built in the mid-13th century to the mid-14th
century. However, many of them shows local appearances that mainly could be the influence of the
Dvaravati style in northeastern Thailand, and were probably produced in northeastern Thailand such
as Phimai or central Thailand. This type is the second group and could be dated also between latter
half of the 13th century to the first half of 14th century. The third group has no relations with Khmer
art except borrowing crown and Naga hood.

From the discussion above, these Buddha images strongly indicate that it is possible in Vientiane
the Khmer power was maintained even after the Bayon period and they had relationship to central
and the northeastern Thailand, and the exchange of Buddhism was happen during the latter half of
the 13th century to the middle of the 14th century.
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